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THE DARLING BROTHERS ROTARY PISTOL 
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The above view shows what a real Darling by Chapels . It is now known that the brass 
Rotary Pistol looks like. This story by frame percussion pepperboxes in 4 & 6 shot 
Marty Glockner revises the one we had in sizes; the single and double barrel brass 
our June 1974 issue which, with pictures and| pocket pistols formerly thought of as by the 
information, were not correct. We are most Darling Bros. of the U. S. were actually 
grateful to 'Marty' for taking the time and { made in Sweden and brought here by emig- 
effort to bring out the real story on this gun ; rants. 


that was famous in our history. "The Treasury of the Gun'' Harold Peterson. 

Following is a list of books on firearms that/In referring to the Darlings he states:''The- 
'Marty' recommends: irs is the first American patent for a Pep- 
"American Firearms Makers'! A. Merwyn perbox.'' VERY RARE, 


" : i S24 Ob ater . 
Carey. "Darling Bros, 1836-18 ing’e bc ollectors' Guna" by Don Myrus (1961) 


action percussion pepperbox. They called WA ; : ; 
aha tsnt Rotary. Pistol’. . RARE. true Darling is extremely rare, in fact, 
only six are known to exist." 


1! it 
The Gun Collectors Handbook of Values. PANT erCuneeaneeranie Wieandiroenen 


This was seven weeks earlier than the Dar- 
ling patent after he had seen their plans! 
Colt went on to be world famous over a 
period of years with a 'hit or miss' in bet- 
ween. There are more books about Colt 
and his firearms manufacturing company 
than any other firearms company in hist- 
ory. 

In his book "Allen Firearms", H. R. Mou- 
illesseaux suggests that it is quite possible 
that Ethan Allen, another Bellingham native 
who went on to fame by also manufacturing 
firearms, could have worked at some time 
for the Darling Brothers, as Allen had wor- 
/ked in Franklin and Bellingham while serv- 
ing his apprenticeship, Allen became fam- 
ous for his pepperboxes that resembled the 
Darling in many ways but was much impro- 
ved by being double action. It is establis- 
hed in different texts that only about 25 
"Darlings'' were made in the Bellingham 
and Woonsocket, R.I. area. Only a few of 
these were made in Bellingham. The Dar- 
ling Brothers moved from Bellingham to 
Shrewsbury, Massachusetts where they hop- 
'ed to find a bigger market. They did make 
contact with, and became a customer of, W. 
Glaze of Columbia, South Carolina and his 
company's name was stamped on the pieces 
he sold in place of their's. (Darling Bros.) 

Inbetwéen the conflicts and law suits with 
Colt and Allen, who by the way was manufa- 
cturing pepperboxes full time in Grafton, 


"Darling Patent Rotary Pistols'' very rare 
as about 25 only were made. 


"A Guide to American Antique Firearms" by 
Flayderman. ''The Darling Pepperbox is 
one of the most rare and sought after of all 
American production type pepperbox fire- 
arms.'' 


"The collecting of Guns'' James E. Serven. 
"April 13,1836 Darling Pepperbox with an 
all iron barrel group is one of the most val- 
uable as well as one of the most difficult 

to acquire." 


"Gun Report'' by H. J. Dunlap (1966) 
"Darling Patent Rotary Pistol, all metal 
parts of iron, undoubtedly is one of the rar- 
est and most interesting of early American 
pieces." 


Herb Glass of Bullville, N.Y. says: ''Have 
only seen or heard of three or four Darling 
pepperboxes in 40 years as an arms dealer. 


(Marty) Speaking as a collector of firea- 
rms, all I ask of the general public and the 
media is for everyone to be reasonable in 
their opinions, attitudes, arguments and 
commentaries about antique weapons. If 
only they had been around when our great 
country had been founded! I hope that my 

- gun collection will give future generations 


an enlightening look at our past history ina 
small way. 
Massachusetts, the Darling Brothers had 


some manufacturing difficulties so they 


The Darling Rotary Pistol moved to Woonsocket, R.I. Finally in 1840 


they closed down their firearms manufactory 
for good. Their entire output of weapons 
produced is estimated to be about 80 and 
only about 25 of these were actually made in 
‘the Bellingham/ Woonsocket area. 

- There is also one known example of a 
"Darling Iron Frame"! marked 'GODDARD' 
since an individual by that name secured 
permission from the Darling Brothers to 


Guest Editor 'Marty' Glockner 


"A true Darling firearm (Darling Rotary 
Pistol) is finally back to its place of origin. 
It is now in the private gun collection of 
"Marty'' Glockner of Bellingham. It took 
nearly a fifty year search to acquire this 
'gem' of Bellingham history. 

Barton and Benjamin Darling of Bellingh- 
am, Massachusetts received the first United| assemble a few pistols from some of the 
States patent for a rotary barrel pistol on | leftover parts of the very rare ‘Darling 
April 13,1836, This was the first such pat4\Iron Frame’; their first model pepperbox. 
ent granted in the United States.(Patent # In a gun report of June 1966, H. J. Dunlap 
9591.) There is a story that Samuel Colt | states that, ''Take away those marked with 
used their ideas to draw up and receive a an agent's name, those lost in fire and flood, 
patent of his own on February 25, 1836. 2 | etc., and the few remaining weapons with 


a 


"B, & B. M. Darling" plus a piece number 


is a collector's prize and dream. 
The number on the pistol back in Belling- 


ham is #95, but as there isn't any informat- 
ion as yet, it is still not known if it is a ser- 
ial number or some other unique form of 
identification. The weapon is about seven 
inches long overall, with tortoise shell grips 
and a silver band, 6 barrels with ribs about 
3 1/2 inches long, high spur hammer, appro- 
ximately .30 caliber, with modest engraving 
on different parts and back strap. Itis 
definitely in excellent condition. 

Up until now no information has been found 
about the personal lives of the Darling Bros. 
except a note that Benjamin M. Darling died 
in 1895 with no mention as to where, 

There are no records or any information 
available in the Bellingham or Woonsocket 
Libraries or inthe municipalties. Mrs. 
Phyllis Thomas of the Woonsocket Historical 
Society, in her extensive research has found 
nothing on them. We hope that future resea- 
rch may turn up something. 

It is strange that so many are so quick to 
condemn those who are interested in guns. 
It would be wrong for everyone to walk aro- 
und with a gun in their possession. I favor 
laws that govern ownership of weapons, but 
the laws we have are seldom enforced. 

Those who want to do away with ‘all guns' 
don't know the difference between a Revolut- 
ionary War musket or any antique or a saw- 
ed off shot gun. 


Thank you very much, 'Marty'. 


In issue #99 we revealed anothersurprise 
of a descendant from Gov. Bellingham who 


resides in New South Wales, Australia. 
She is Mrs. Evelyn Harvey. Congratulations 


ANOTHER GHOST TRIP-- 


We are indebted to our Guest Editor for 
some more strange goings-on in the local 
Library and the area connected with it. 
Mr. & Mrs. Jerrett live in the little white 
house beside the Library. This building 
appears on the 1858 map for the first time 
with 'M. Thayer' as the owner. 


She relates that one of the janitors for the 
Library would not go into the building alone 
to start a fire in the furnace,when it was 
open 2 to 3 times a week, unless someone 
came with him: What his ghostly experience 
had been to frighten him remained his secret 
though we can hope that someone will reveal 
it someday. 

She has had many odd things happen to her. 
She'd put her keys in her pocketbook only to 
find that they had disappeared: Later they 
would show up right where she had left them 
before! (usually several days later.) 

Another strange disappearance involved a 
bank book that vanished only to show upa 
whole year later in exactly the spot where it 
had been put originally: They sort of enjoy 
this unseen visitor because it has not been 
malicious--just mechievious ! 

Naturally, they wonder if this 'visitor' is 
the same one as the Library has to reckon 
with ? 

Thanks, Mrs. Jerrett, for adding a little 
more spice to the living in Bellingham scene: 
We sure have a little bit of everything ! 


DONATIONS: 
Glendolene Lee, Harry/Lill- 


ian York, Leonard/Meriam Rogers, Anon, 
Dorothy Spencer, Bruce/Andrea Crossman, 
Susan O'Donnell, James Cobb, Francis 
Donovan, Emily/ Jane Coleman, Leon /Anna 
Gadoury, Stephen/ Linda Racicot, 'In memo- 


ry of John Berndt", Grace Hackenson, [Louise 
Dautrich,Chester Knights, 


John/Martha Ridolfi, Clarence/Margaret 
Snell, Ernest/Rita Sawyer, Wayne/Jane 
Chattaway, Myla Thayer, Hugh Smith, Doris 
Naughton, John/J.Marguerite Berndt, Harold/ 
Lucille Metcalf, Rev. Joseph Pouliot, Atea 
Kiefer, Ruth Carr, Alfred Fitzpatrick, 
Vincent/Isabelle Thayer, 


DECEASED 

Marjorie (Daniels) Tuttle. 
John Berndt, (Husband of Marguerite Cooke) 
John Ridolfi-+ 
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DRIVE - INS 
Going out of style ? 
Guest Editor Cathy Mucciarone 


A major source of entertainment in Amer- 


icais rapidly becoming a thing of the past. 
Whereas, just a decade ago, several drive- 
in movie theatres thrived in our area. Today 
it is a task to find one still operating. The 
Bellingham Drive-In did not even open for 
the 1987 summer season. Now, signs are 
posted that the land is "for sale'’. This is 
the fate of many of these 'relics' of a 'diff- 
erent' age. 

Several factors have led to the demise of 
the Drive-In movie places, Economic cru- 
nch is probably the main cause. It just doe- 
sn't seem financially feasible to keep them 
open, Where land is at a premium demand, 
so these large spaces can generate a lot of 
capital for their owners. 

Technological advances have also played a 
part in the fading out of drive-in theaters. 
Higher quality television transmitters and 
receivers have made our country into a'stay 
at home'society. Also,thevideo cassette 
recorders have made it possible to bring 
big screen movies into one's own livingroom 
that can be bought or rented. 

In the 1950's when television was young, 
many homes didn't have this 'new fangled 
contraption'. This meant that drive-ins 
could still attract large crowds. As televi- 
sion became a household stalwart, the mov- 
ie business, in general, experienced a decl- 
ine. Now, in the 1980's drive-in movie thea- 
ters are vanishing rapidly; taking part of 
American nostalgia with them. 


I fondly recall my experience as a drive- 
in movie goer. They seemto bring to mind 
a more innocent, less harried person. The 
drive-in was a significant part of my famil- 
y's life. As a child my parents often broug- 
ht me, my siblings and our close friends to 
the drive-in. Paying one price for everyone 
that Dad could fit into the station wagon was 
most appealing for his budget! It was a big 
production at our house to get ready. The 


"wayback"' part of the station wagon. 

Everyone piled in and we were off! 

On arrival at the drive-in we would attach 
2 speakers tothe car so that the soundtrack 
of the movie could be heard over other nois= 
es. Dad would lower the tailgate and we kids 
would vie for a good seat. Somehow, I do 
not recall the pesky mosquitoes that surely 
must have been around! The films we saw 
were mostly Disney flicks, which appealed 
perennially to young and old alike. 

Some of the drive-ins had playgrounds, 
and with Mom and Dad's permission we wou- 
ld scamper off to them , usually with a youn- 
ger sibling wailing behind us because they 
couldn't come along. One special theatre 
the Boro in Attleboro, had many kiddie amu- 
sements. An old fire engine used to give 
free rides around the grounds of the drive-m. 

It also had some mechanized amusement: 
rides and among them was a mini-ferris 
wheel. 

These were happy times, and though I was 
one who usually fell asleep in the middle of 
the second show--what I do remember is the 
laughter and a sense of gaety. When my fat- 
her's strong arms laid me in my bed, I wou- 
ld feel pure contentment along with the exha- 
ustion! 


When I outgrew "hanging around" with my 
parents, there was always the "friend witha 
car" to take us along. As a teenager the dri- 
ve-in was a social place. There was an aura 
of the forbidden around the drive-in. The 
potential for trouble equalled excitement to 
a teenager. Whether it was a steamy love 
scene on the screen, a special date or the 
temptation of alcohol--the drive-in gather- 


ied all sorts of mischief in one small area. 
‘You could arrange to meet other people in 


other cars and the atmosphere was festive. 
This is the place where many a budding 
‘romance was propelled along. Not only did 
teenage girls and guys swoon over their fav- 
orite stars; but they also forged the relatio- 
nships that would stay with them come Mon- 
day in the halls at school. As a teenager, 
an outing in the drive-in with a group of 


smaller children were changed into pajamas, friends, made one draw in their breath and 
so that if they fell asleep they could easliy bel) ,)q on, because one never knew what surp- 


put to bed on returning home. Mom packed 
up some ''goodies" and perhaps a thermos 

jug of Kool-Aid. 
ping bags, blankets and pillows into the 


rises awaited. 
Now as an adult, I bring the children of 


The older kids threw slee- my family back to the same drive-in 


theatres I visited in my youth. It seems to 
have lost that special flavor of excitement 
however. There are no more playgrounds 
and most of the outdoor cinemas ill kept or 
gone. But the kids don't notice these things 
and still enjoy the shows. 

It was funny, the last time I went to the 
drive-in, many years had elapsed since my 
last visit. We borrowed Grandpa's 'wagon', 
and like in the old days--the kids piled in 
It was my turn to gather the goodies and dri- 
nks. We paid our entry fee and pulled up to 
a 'good' spot! Looking around, we noticed 
there were no speakers on the poles. That's 
when we remembered that drive-ins today 
send sound over radio! Well, Grandpa's 
wagon had a non-working radio! The adults 
were embarrassed as we requested a refund, 
Of course the kids were diappointed. Oh, 
the times do change! 

These are a few things I will ever associ- 
ate with the drive-in movie concept. Who 
could forget the following: a foot patrol to 
"help' keep one out of trouble; bumpy park- 
ing lots; sneaking people in via the car tru- 
nk (when one price wasn't charged); smugg- 
ling in 'inappropriate'' beverages; the smell 
of mosquito repellant coils and spray; and 
finding popcorn in the car a week later! 

Plus concession stand visits with: foil 
wrapped hamburgers (you wouldn't think of 
eating anywhere else); stuck together candy; 
'flat' syrupy soda; and stale, oily popcorn. 
But the best memory--the silly intermission 
film clips--one in particular of a hotdog and 
a bun dancing...then the bun opens up and the 
hotdog jumps in..come on, you know the one 


I mean...(?) | 
wes Bellingham le 
DRIVE-IN THEATRE 


RTE. 126 / PULASK! BLVD. BELLINGHAM, MASS. 
1980 SEASON COURTESY DISCOUNT PASS 
MON.. TUES.. WED. THURS. $3.00 PER caRLoAD 

FRipay aNo sunoay 94.00 PER CARLOAD 


SATURDAY $5.00 PER CARLOAD 
DISCOUNT ADMISSION WITH PASS ADMITS CAR & OCCUPANTS 


ames ory 
AUTHORIZED SIGNATURE 
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Belling Historical member. 


A while back we were reminded of a 
significant fact about descendants. On Nov. 
20 in 1620 the first child to be born on the 
Mayflower on our shores was Peregrine 
White. Now we have been proud of the fact 
that his descendants have been living, work- 
ing and farming in Bellingham. However 
we are now more than proud that there are 
still fans of ours all over the country who, 
for these many years, have enjoyed our own 
"Crimpville Comments" and are descendants 
of this first child! Ten years ago in our 
May 1977 issue we 'bragged' about this fact. 
Carroll White had earlier revealed this to 
us. So, to this noted 'White' family descend- 
ants, we are grateful for your loyal support 
and continued interest. 

Also, now that we have brought this up we 
are looking for others who are also descend- 
ants of their ancestors. Would you be so 
kind as to let us know about your branches 
on a family 'tree' that goes back a ways ? 

We know of a descendant from the Rawson 
line that goes back to Secretary Rawson of 
the Commonwealth; living in a neighboring 
town! Mind if we throw our chest out a 
might ? To add to this tale there are some 
from the 'Adam's' family who descended 
from our early Presidents of these United 
States. Any more ? Thanks. 

If you are going to visit Plymouth; drop in 
to the museum there and see the cradle used 
by Peregrine White. 


Lest we appear to neglect our famous John 
and Priscilla Alden affair; there are desce- 
ndants yet today to whom our 'Comments' 
are sent. 'member that Rev. Noah Alden 
was the great grandson of John & Priscilla. 
He was the Baptist minister for 31 years in 
town. . 

Wasn't it great that Myles Standish sent 
John to ask Priscilla for her hand in marr- 
iage to him and how indignant, coy and for- 
thright was her gentle retort in the question, 
"Prithee, John, WHY do you not ask for 
yourself ?'' And--SO HE DID! Wonder if 
the descendants had a similar experience ? ? 

The Good Ole'Mayflower' romance! 

They brought forth large families of good 
haracter to swell our population in this 
virgin land. 
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GUEST EDITOR- Merrill D. Scott. 


"My grandfather was Dr. Adrian Scott and 
he was an historian during his lifetime. 
His ancestors went back into the 1600's. 
Here are some of the stories that he had 
written down and I will try to relate them 
to you as I recall them for your pleasure 
and interest. 

I was born in Mendon in 1902 and I have 
lived in Woonsocket, R.Ii since 1930." 


(As this happened in Mendon, not far from 
our borders, we feel that you will enjoy a 
bit of experience from our close neighbors. 
Also, part of Mendon became Bellingham in 
1719 and we feel that Indians did the same 
things to Bellingham folk in bygone days. 
Then, too, the Scotts have been very inter- 
ested in our ''Comments" for a long time. 
We had many "Scotts'' in Bellingham and 
the name 'Scott Hill' is still well known.) 


Story, #1-- 
"Captain Eliza Daniels died in 1777. His 

grave is in Pine Hill Cemetery. (Mendon) 
When he was a young boy, the Indians attac- 
ked the settlers. They had built a fort up 
on Quisset Road, Mendon, on what is now 
the 'Hummel' property. Daniels was chosen 
to be Captain of the settlers. One night 
when the moon was bright they heard a noise 
Outside the fort. They opened a shutter and 
it appeared as if it were a pig running arou- 
nd! Some men wanted to go out and capture 
the pig. Captain Daniels told them to wait. 
Then he got his musket, waited until the 
'pig' came around the fort again when he 
fired a ball at the 'animal'. It turned out 
that it was an Indian on hands and knees 
under the pigskin! When he fired again 
about 20 Indians rushed out of the woods to 
rescue him. They grabbed him and ran off 
into nearby woods." 


Story #2-- 


"While the fort was‘'on Quisset Road they 
had a 'powder' house' about a mile away on 
Providence street, diagonally across from 
the 'Town Pound' near Varney's house. 

It is listed On the 1834 map of Mendon. Old 
folk thought it had been a building that set 
on top of the ground. It was not. It had 
been built like a tomb in the cemetery! 


As a boy; my father pastured cows in the 
area and I used to go down into the 'tomb' 
on exploration of its 'innerds'. It was 


well constructed of heavy stones.'"' 


Story #3-- 

"There was an Indian village down by 
Mill River about 1000 feet south and west 
ofat, 

The Indians dug large holes in the ground 
and filled them with stones. In the center 
of this they made a hole arrangement where 
they had the fire from which they got their 
heat and also used for cooking. They 
erected large poles all around this fireplace 
and covered them with deer hides after 
tying the poles together at the top; leaving 
a small air hole for smoke to escape out of 
the wigwam. In 19101, personally,saw the 
stone foundation for this wigwam. 

Nearby the river was a wading place where 
the Indians drove their horses across to the 
East side where they had made a corral of 


about 1/2 acre. There were four foot posts 
with three ten foot bars between them all aro- 
und the fenced in area.'"' . 


Just a reminder--for story #2--there was 
a "'powder House" in Bellingham Center loc- 
ated between Almacs store and Ben Franklin 
Bank. Real handy to the training field in 
back of the Center school building after 1804 


Story #4-- 

"Dr. Scott married Ellen Thayer, daugh- 
ter of Sumner Thayer. They lived in a hou- 
se on a back road behind Webster's farm so 
this story is involved with the family. One 
morning after breakfast, her husband and 
eldest son went out to the woods to chop fire- 
wood. She was cooking hasty pudding or com 
meal mush on the kitchen stove when the 
door suddenly burst open and two Indians ap- 
peared and confronted her. She grabbed 
the kettle of hot mush and threw it right into 
their faces! They rushed out the door scre- 
aming. Her husband and son heard the noi- 
se and hastily ran back to the house. Upon 
seeing the fleeing Indians they chased after 
them but were unable to catch the intruders. 
This occurred in the early 1800's. 
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Story # 4 concluded.-- 

There was a settlement of Indians in Dam 
Swamp during this period. 

Ellen was the great grandmother of Merril 
Scott's own grandmother so you can see ho 
long ago this story unfolded!" 


| 


Dam Swamp is located West of Blackstone 
street in Mendon near the Blackstone/Men- 
don town line. 


Story #5-- 

"This tale came from Hiram Daniels, an old 
friend(of Merrill's.) They had a cider mill | 
on the farm that his great grandmother ran. | 
It is still there today from the early 1800's 
era. 
Two Indians knocked on their door ona cold | 
winter night and demanded some cider. | 
They had brought nothing to put it in so she 
took down off of the wallatwo quart wire | 
screen sieve and handed it to them! They 
took it, off they went saying they'd be back | 
for the cider! Undeterred, they ran down 
to a nearby brook and dipped the sieve into 
the water until it was all frozen over with 
ice: Soon they were back again to confront 
Mrs. Daniels and ordered, ''Fill it up!" 
AND---she did -" 


THAT yarn is a humdinger, yes? 


Story #6-- 

"This is about 'Pine Hill Cemetery' on 
Providence street, Mendon. 
My fourth great grandfather owned this far 
in the early 1700's and gave four acres of it 
to the Town for a burial ground. My Great 
Uncle Walter Scott, my father, Malcolm 
Scott and myself took care of the cemetery 
and dug graves as needed. My father and 
I dug about 18 graves. This also used to be 
an Indian burial ground. We came across 
five different graves of Indians that I know 
of. The Indian custom was to bury their 
dead in a North and South direction while we 
buried East and West in Pine Hill. They 
buried their dead about three feet below the 
surface while we went to six feet! The 
last Indian that I dug up was in 1919. 
Pine Hill is now an historical Cemetery. 
The oldest engraved stone in the Cemetery 
dates back to 1770." 


We are most grateful to Mr. Scott for this 

| insight into past experiences with local Ind- 
/ians that had inhabited our area when it was 
a wilderness. 


Aha, you're saying to yourself that your leg 
is being 'pulled' in the story #5, thinking 
that the cider would melt the ice covered 
sieve: No doubt the Indians had emptied the 
container before that had happened in their 
eagerness to indulge in this delicious nect.: 
ar, fruit of the apple and nature! Now, lest 
you think that it wasn't COLD in those days, 
listen to a diary record made by Rev. Isaac 
Badus of Middleboro. He kept a diary of 
his journies for some 50 years of things that 
happened, mostly in New England and includ- 
ing his association with our Rev. Noah Alden 
So from his diary, "'1778;"Dec.. 26, )The 
snowstorm Dec. 26 was the most terrible 
that this generation has known, the coldest 
and the most stifling. William Bishop, a 
stought young man from Cumberland,(R.I.) 
coming out of Boston with a team of five cat- 
tle. He and they all perished on the neck 
betwixt there and Roxbury. (Think of THAT 
as COLD--here's more--) A priv- 
ateer sloop , Capt. Benjamin Pierce 
Commander, drove ashore at Edgartown and 
17 hands perished and the Brig, General 
Arnold, commanded by Capt. James McGee 
beleagured on Plymouth beach where 75. 
men FROZE to death besides some who died 
afterwards!" As they say,''You haven't seen 
anything since." 

Pardon my diverting your attention but, I 
cannot resist relating this tidbit from his 
diary also. 1769 July 5, ''' My horse ran 
away from me last week in Wrentham and I 
travelled yesterday through Attleboro to Bek 
lingham and this morning I found him at Mr. 
Thayer's who bred him and I returned home 
this night.'' Imagine, if you can, your car 
'running' away from you. Although there are 
times when it seems that that mode of trans- 
portation has a cussed 'mind' of its own: 


Just a reminder--legend has it that Indians 
were buried in our Scott Cemetery off Center 
street long ago. This is not far from Pine 
Hill Cemetery; as the 'crow' flies. 
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IDENTITIES: 


Thanks to Marion (Hogarth) 
Shangraw of Franklin, for the identities of 
some of the school pupils in past issues. 
She gave us the year, the grade and the 
teachers involved and was assisted by 
Angela Gigante. ''Lots of faces look 
familiar but the names will not surface:"' 


; Page 6 Grade 7 Feb./Mar. 1979: 


#1 Alice Barrette, #3 Leo Beauregard, 
#5 Rita Paquette, #6 Jeanne Dauphine, 
#7 George Richard, #8 Beatrice Ranier, 


'#9 Mary Gigante, #10 Irene Paquin,#11 Lola 
|Meotti, #15 Blanche Chamberlain, #16 Otto 
Bvrriste #19 Laura Blanchard, #21 Ella Mer- 


cure, #22 Adelard Bernier, #23 Yvonne 


We appreciate your efforts and invite others| Godin, #24 Virgilio Forte, #26 Doris Pari- 


to join in this search. Thank you. 


Issue # 97 page 10 identities: Grade 3 
#6 Alcide Remillard, #7 Janice Whiting 


#17 Annette Remillard, #40 Walter Hogarth, | 


#43 Beulah Rhodes, #45 Louise Cubellis. 


Page 11: Grade 4 
#3 George Whiting, #6 Anita Debigare, 
#14 Charles Whipple, #29 Vera Stenson, 
#30 Romeo Sweck. 


Page 12 Grade 5: 


#7 Fred Denault, #8 Ella Mercure, #14 Con- 


stance Godin, #17 Inessa Gigante, #18 Gus 
Bozzi, #19 Stacia Palkovich, #21 Anita 
Richard, #22-23 William Ridge, #26 Raym- 
ond Phaneuf, #28 Gloria Meotti, #29 Rhea 
DeRagon, #30 -- Bernier, #31-32 same 


| on the idea of ''Ed"' 


'seau, #27 Alfred Sweck, #28 Leo Tebeau, 


#29 Evelyn Stenson, #30 Marion Hogarth, 
#31 Edgar Leslie Scott, #32 Albert Trottier 
#33 Eleanor Whipple. 


-- MORRIS the Cat-- 


For cat lovers and animal enthusiasts 
'MORRIS" has become an interesting TV 
commercial asset. With his 'male'' voice 
the talking horse, he has 
captured the hearts of many with his beauty 
and 'charm'. 

Did you know that he was found in an ani- 


i mal shelter on the East coast about five 


years ago ? That he was chosen for the 
TV commercial for his big build and--good 
looks: He weighs about 13 pounds and is a 


( ? ) #37 Norma Rotatori, #38 Thomas Mon-/ foot tall. His green eyes and orange striped 


teiri, #41 Helen Collamati , 


Page 13 Grade 6: 
#1-21 Rosamond Burr, #2 Helen Kawalkow- 
ski, #4 Arthur Bowkosi, #5 Ralph Gelinas, 
#6 Blanche Dufresne, #8 Simone Rainey, 
#9 Florence LeBlanc, #10 -- Bernier, 
#11Reginald LeBlanc, #12 Joseph Antosh, 
#13 Angela Gigante, #15 Henry Bruce, 
#16 Juliette Plouffe, #17 Yolanda Coda, 
#19 Robert LeBlanc, #22 Rena Lavallee, 
#24 Lucille Hewitt, #26 Morton Schaeffer, 
#28 Leandro Rotatori, #29 John Baczuk, 
#30 Alfred Marchand, #32 Gaby Martel, 
#33 Wilfred Dufresne, #34 Grace Frap- 
pier, #35 Nellie Baczuk, #37 Beatrice 
Gelinas. 


Now we go back to the ''Feb./March"' 
issue of 1979--- 

Page 7 Grade 1: 

#2 Frances Starzak, #10 Lola Meotti, 

#19 Marion Hogarth, #21 Evelyn Stenson, 
#13 Leo (?) Beauregard, #15 George 
Staples, #24 Jeanne Dauphin, #32 Florence 
Bernier, #39 Olive Remillard, #44 Albert 
Trottier. 8 


, Calera. 


fur makes him stand out. He's a natural 
star, always cool and calm in front of the 
He was named "' Animal Star of 
the Year for three years ina row: 

He likes being in crowds, loves attention 
and is a perfect 'HAM'. At cat shows he 
presents the 'Morris Award' to the best 
mixed-breed cat. Gets a lot of fan mail. 

A few years ago he co-wrote a book about 
cat care. 

He lives with Bob Martwick, his trainer, 
outside of Chicago, among other animals 
being trained for TV. 

He never diets so he likes eating and watc- 
hes TV, besides his favorite place sitting on 
a windowsill bird watching : 

He's a famous cat with plenty of ''dough" in 
the bank! LUCKY CAT. 


Though he may not be from Bellingham; 
he sure ‘invades' our TV screen in dozens 
of homes for our enjoyment with a touch of 
whimsical admiration to hold a warm, lov- 
ing cat, snuggled close in one's arms. 

Thanks MORRIS, may your nine 
lives never end: 


WORLD WAR II HONOR ROLLS 1942 


In the 1942 Town Report we note that the Civil Defense division purchased three Honor 
rolls as above for $890.92. They erected one in each part of Town--North Bellingham, 
Center and South Bellingham. 

Then in 1943 they reported that: ''The three honor rolls had been remodeled due to the 
fact that the letters on the name strip did not prove satisfactory. A new style strip is now 
in use. New names are added as soon as they are received from the manufacturer." 
Small sums were expended each year to maintain the Rolls. 

Below is another picture of the remodeled Honor Roll. Then in the 1963 Town Report we 
note the removal of all rolls by the Highway Department on orders of the Selectmen. 


Quote: ''The three Ho 
nor Rolls in Town are 
at present incomplete 
and there is no one in 
Town who can furnish 
the information to com- 
plete them. The Board 
of Selectmen have agr=: 
eed to have them taken 

down--as they are dang- 
erous and can topple at 
any time." 


Note view of old Town 
Barn in picture. 


We are reissuing these pictures 
that did not come out clear on page 
three of issue #99. The boulder 
above is on High Street where the 


1744 Baptist church stood off the street about 


50 feet back from the road.. Boulder was 
placed there in 1912 by Rev. Wakeman and 
Town Officials. 


aD Cree” Re re sre 


LN? GODRWiee RU ol! 


Are you aware of the fact that the above 
motto has been on our coins since the Civil 
war ? But, what about our 'paper' curren- 
cy--when did that become a motto also ? 

A minister during the Civil War by the 


name of Rev, M.'R. Watkinson from Ridley- |Dwight D. Eisenhower) and Arkansas Senator 


ville, Pennsylvania wrote to the Secretary 
of the Treasury, Salmon P. Chase, asking, 
"What if our Republic were now shattered 
beyond reconstruction ? Would not the ant- 
iquaries of succeeding centuries rightly 
reason from our past that we were a heat- 
hen nation ?" Stirred by the letter , Sec. 
Chase ordered the mint director to proceed 
"without unnecessary delay,'' so that 'In God 
we Trust'' was subsequently added to some 
of our U.S. coins. But--not on our paper 
money! 


You will be surprised that this same motto 


did not appear on our paper currency until-- 
1957--30 years ago, only! 

Mr Matt H. Rothert Sr. got the idea one 
Sunday while in church as the collection pla- 
te was passed to him for his contribution! 
He is from Camden, Arkansas. 


THE BAPTIST CHURCH, BUILT IN 1926 
The Baptist Church built in 1826. 

This was the third building used by them. 

Still standing at the junction of Mechanic 


and South Main streets. 


— he le 


So he wrote to many government officials 
requesting that our currency in paper, have 
this motto printed on each bill; knowing that 
these bills are accepted all over the globe. 

Oklahoma Senator Mike Monroney initia- 
ted a bill in the Senate Banking and Currency 
Committee (with pressure from President 


William Fulbright, Committee head, guided 
it through the judicial process to become a 
law. 

It was passed and signed into law by the 
President on July 11, 1955 with the stipula- 
tion that ''this inscription shall appear on 
all United States currency and coins," and 
wo years later the Mint began printing the 


Imotto on our bills. 


Thus we see that a humble patriotic single 


individual was able to promote a slogan, a 
Imotto for this great nation of ours. Now 


you realize just what 'one' lone citizen can 
do whose ideal should be an inspiration for 
everyone, 


'Jes thought you'd like to know--. 
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BELLINGHAM BECOMES A TOWN 


Up to 1719 the townsfolk attended church 
in Dedham Centre along with performing 
Town business there. This was quite a har- 
dship for them so they became restless and 
after deliberation they decided on Nov.17, 
1719 to petition the House of Representatives 
in General Court convening in Boston for 
relief. 


LIST OF ORIGINAL SIGNERS: 


Richard Blood 
Thomas Burch 
Nicholas Cook 
Nicholas Cook Jr. 
Seth Cook 

Daniel Corbet 
Cornelius Darling 
John Darling 
Samuel Darling 
Zuriel Hall 
Jonathan Hayward 
Oliver Hayward 


Samuel Rich 
James Smith 
Pelatiah Smith 
Samuel Smith 
Ebenezer 
Thompson 
John Thompson 
John Thompson Jr. 
Joseph Thompson 
Samuel Thompson 
Ebenezer Thayer 
Isaac Thayer 


Samuel Hayward Nathaniel 
William Hayward Weatherby 
Joseph Hobrook (Inhabitance of 
John Marsh Mendon-) 
Hememon oem ee oe oe. KS Se ke te John Corbet 


John Holbrook 

Peter Holbrook 

Eliphalet 
Holbrook 


So on Nov. 26, 1719 * 
this petition was read * 
and concurred inthe * 
House of Representa- * 
tives and in Council 
dated Nov. 2/, 1719. 

As you must have noticed; from the order 
of incorporation, Bellingham never had a 
Corporate Charter, but came into existence 
solely on the proviso that a learned ortho- 
dox minister (Congregational) would be set- 
tled in three years. This was complied with 
by using Interim ministers with Rev. Smith 
being the first one to preach here. Thus 
Bellingham joined the other Towns in the 
Colony. 


ERRATA to Hurd's History of Norfolk Gou- 
nty---Page 144 in the list of petition signers, 
"The Inheritance of Mendon" should be 'The 
Inhabitance of Mendon" instead. 

The four 'Inhabitance"' signers in above list 
became residents of Bellingham right after 


the above grant of Corporation. nh 


LETTERS: 


And from Florida--Wayne 
Chattaway writes: ''My compliments to you 
for a super December Issue of the ''Comme-: 
nts''--to assist in your efforts--"'. We sure 
tried to’make it a 'special' issue worthy of 
100 printings for 15 years of nostalgia. 
It is great to have fans come ‘aboard! in 
promoting our local treasure. Thanks to 
Wayne and many others. 


Somehow,we have neglected to mention 
one special privilege that we as Seniors have 
had in the past, and that is having been exp- 
osed to the greatest illustrator in painting 
that has ever existed. Norman Rockwell 
had an insight into human nature with an 
ability to portray life as it is and was, and 
could express deep emotions just after a 
special encounter so that it would touch one 
to the depths of our very soul! Remember, 
in the 40's when he painted the ''Four Freed- 
oms'"' with such a terrific impact on our 
minds and hearts ? ''The Freedom of Speech"' 
"The Freedom of Worship", ''The Freedom 
from Want" and--last but not least,''The 
Freedom from Fear'' created by Rockwell 
to be preserved forever in our annals of 
history. Would that our government and 
others be reminded of these truths as they 
'play' around defeating those very things. 
We salute Rockwell for his great works that 
influenced our lives. 


Go ahead and 'knock' us for our brazen 
thought---can we have the audacity to even 
dare to think that---are we the 'Norman 
Rockwell' of a local historical project that 
'touches' the hearts and minds of our fans 
as they are reminded of their cherished past 
that still fills a heart with joy and emotion 
upon recall ? Seems that fifteen years 
of publishing has meant something REAL 
to many folk from BELLINGHAM. 

Why not let us know how YOU react to 
our suggestion ? We are sure that Eddy 
Sawyer foresaw this adventure for Bellinghan 
folk to be SOMETHING SPECIAL that he'd 
be PROUD to have sponsored: 

Just as we 'old uns' looked for each issue 
of the ''Saturday Evening Post'' with great 
anticipation and---impatience that the maga- 
zine did not come out oftener; how, now, we 
are faced with the same reaction! 


LETTERS: 
From Bernice (Ross) Bibbins: 


'The Bellingham of years ago holds so man 


pleasant memories for me. And I always 


enjoy the articles about the electric cars, esp- 
ecially when my father, Gordon Ross, is men- 


tioned."' It's nice to know that we 'touched' 
someone today with nostalgic, happy memo- 
ries to make their day. 


*k Ook se le stele see 
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"T received your letter and package. You 
sure made my day: I am 85 years old and 
was brought upin this area. I have been on 
the trains and the cars (trolley). Hunted in 
the woods and fished in the ponds and stre- 
ams. You can't realize the memories that 
are brought back to me. I sure appreciate 
the thoughtfulness of you to send them (the 
comments) to me as I have no one to leave 
them to I'll return them after reading. 
Again I thank you. 

About the blacksmith shop on Chestnut 
Hill--it was on the corner of Chestnut and 
Fisher streets. When I was 18 years old 
the third generation of Caleb Taft owned the 
shop. They had a rawhide sling to hold oxen 
while they were being shod. It was the only 
one of its kind inthis area. There was a 
big chestnut tree in front of the building. 
They think that this is where Longfellow 
got idea to compose his poem, ''Under the 
Spreading Chestnut Tree." 

When Henry Ford came out to the Wayside 
Inn in Marlboro, he heard of Taft's black- 
smith shop so he came out to see it. Then 
he bought it 'lock, stock and barrel' and 
moved it to Dearborn, Michigan to his mus- 
eum where it is still on display. 
You mentioned Gov. Walsh. I met him 
personally through an uncle of mine. 
(See the Dec. '77 C.C. issue on Walsh.) 
Sincerely 
Merrill D. Scott." 
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And from our travelling fan, Patrick 
Leonard of Braintree, MA.-- ''On the stamp, 
'DEBORAH SAMSON'! will be again under 
consideration this fall; the VF W is putting on 
a strong drive for her-- and the next issue 
of the C.C. will accompany us to El Salva- 


dor.'' Each year, he and his wife teach 
in a college in San Salvador for a few mon- 
ths. Takes our Comments along: 


"Greetings to all my friends in Belling- 
ham from a very hot Florida. This summ- 
er has been a scorcher. to help in 
your good work. 

Sure enjoy the ''Crimpville Comments." 
Dorothy Spencer. 


"Here's a "little something" to help with 
the excellent ''Crimpville Comments." 
From Francis Donovan. 


We remind you that Francis has been a 
substantial contributor to our efforts with 
pictures and material from the beginning 
in 1973 ; for which we have been most 
appreciative. His historical knowledge 
of our area is enormous and he has been 
so kind in sharing it with us. 

We are very grateful for his generosity. 


'TIS THE LAST. ROSE OF SUNMER 
Thomas Moore 


"Tis the last rose of summer 
Left blooming alone; 
All her lovely companions 
Are faded and gone; 
No flower of her kindred, 
No rosebud is nigh, 
To reflect back her blushes, 
Or give sigh for sigh! 


I'll not leave thee, thou lone one, 

To pine on the stem; 
Since the lovely are sleeping, 

Go, sleep thou with them. 
Thus kindly I scatter 

Thy leaves o'er the bed 
Where thy mates of the garden 

Lie scentless and dead. 


So soon may I follow, 
When friendships decay, 
And from love's shining circle 
The gems drop away! 
When true hearts lie wither'd, 
And fond ones are flown, 
who would inhabit : 
This bleak world alone ?" 


Oh! 


Courtesy Bates/Lee donation. 
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Center School Bellingham Grades 7-8 1933-193) Teacher Mabel Decell 


laentities: 


1. Mabel Decell, Teacher 10.0lga Petrosky 19. Melvin Graves | 


2. Alphonsine Richer 11. Edith Bates 20. | 
3. Phyllis Hughes 12. Roy Reid ate | 
h. Trene Pouliott 3 ? Averin 22. Howard Thayer . 
5. Lillian Binks ih. 2B- ? Garneau | 
6. Viola Woodman 15. Albert Spencer 2h. Marjorie Bates 

7. Pauline DiPietro 16. 25. 

8. George Thompson 17. Anna Patrick 26, Francis Veary 

9. Laura Southwick 18. Leo Picard 


Photos Courtesy Laura Drown 


PH HHO ON OWN 
WwhrHOes 


Center School Bellingham 


IDENTITIES 


1. Audrey Brown 


2 
3 
4 


John Whalen 
John Fromont 
Mary DiPietro 
(?) 
ey) 
Mildred Slavin 
Raymond Guerin 
Helen Petrosky 
Edgar Garneau 
Stanley Gardner 
C28) 


Donald Moore 


Grades 5-6 


ly (?) 

15 Barbara Binks 
16 Raymond Cook 
17 Leo Fromont 
18 (7) 

19 Kenneth Reid 
20 Carroll White 
oat (v5) 

22 Louis Patrick 
23 Fred Jones 


Phillip Morgan 


25 Elmer Ambler 
26 Pearl Whalen 
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1933-193), Teacher Anna Heroux 


27 Charles Sarakin 
28 (G2:) 

29 Raymond Chabbot 
30 Greta Jones 

31 Edna Boudreau 


Photos Courtesy 


Laura Drown 


BELLINGHAM HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Town Hall 
Bellingham, Massachusetts 02019 


REVIEW 
"Pulaski Boulevard" 


August 7, 1939, special Towm meeting, 
"It was voted to change the name of Center 
street from the Bellingham-Blackstone town 
line to Franklin street, and also said Frank- 
lin street, and that said streets be here- 
after designated as PULASKI BOULEVARD." 


In the Town report for 1927 the follow- 
ing is recorded by Stephen Scott, Supt. of 
Highways, "The new road from Crooks' Corner 
to Franklin was started on Centre and Frank- 
lin Streets, and Bellingham's part is now 
about half finished." 


In the 1928 Town Report, Scott states 
that the road from Crooks' Corner to Frank- 
lin has been completed. 


Before the new road was straightened 
near the Lake Street area, the Wilcox school 
was on the North side of the street. Now 
the building (a home) is on the South side. 
In the 1876 & 1888 maps we note that a small 
cemetery was located near the school. 

Does anyone know what became of it? 


A THOUGHT ABOUT TOMORROW 
(ANON) 


Since coming to Bellingham two years ago 
I have come to respect the Town's history as 
one of integrity with a hint of humor. Amer- 
ican patriotism is made up of smaller units 
whose premise is "community pride". 
Bellingham residents need to make an effort 
to protect and preserve the treasure that is 
OUR heritage. 

In relation to the rest of the world, 
America is very young. Russian history dates 
back thousands of years more than ours. Our 
country has been on a fast forward since its 
conception. The rapid changes and the advent 
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of modern technology have robbed us of some 
of the simpler things in life. Keeping the 
past alive gives us a reference point for 
today and tomorrow. 

Perhaps the world should slow down, and 
take a few steps backwards, to a time when 
life was less hectic, more peaceful and the 
richer for it. 

It is our responsibility to shape the 
legacy we leave our descendants many genera- 
tions from now. It is my hope that the world 
we bequeath will be one of honor. We must 
remember: TIME is a blank canvas, history is 
the paint, and WE are the ARTISTS! Let us 
all take pride in our Masterpiece! 


KK KK KK KK KK KK KK KK KK KK KKK 


"No one said "It's going to be easy but 
this is ridiculous"! Weston Graphics. 


SMART SAYINGS 


"To succeed, consult three old people". 
Chinese proverb 


FOLK LEGEND: The dew that falls on Christmas 
eve will help keep your family well all year. 
From Bellingham Historical Commission 1987. 


"BLARNEY" it is! 


"Baloney" is flattery laid on so thick 
it cannot be true, and "Blarney" is flattery 
laid on so thin we like it! 

Courtesy Bishop Fulton J. Sheen 


Absence makes the heart grow fonder. 


